THE P. E. N. ASSOCIATION .
The International P. E. N, Club was founded in London
in 1921 by Mrs. Dawson Scott, with John Galsworthy as its
first President, He was succeeded on his death by H. G.
Wells, and he by Jules Romains. In 1940 a presidential
Committee was formed. Its present members are E, H For-
ster, Hu Shih, FranjoisMauriac, Denis Saurat, Ignazio Silone,
Thornton Wilder and Hermon Quid (International Secretary).
There are P. E. N. Centres in some forty countries. The
P. E. N. exists to promote friendliness among writers every-
where, in the interest of world peace; and to uphold free
cultural interchange and freedom of the pen. Its annual
International Congresses exert a considerable moral influence
through their resolutions, constructive and critical
The All-India Centre, founded by Sophia Wadia in 1933,
includes many leading Indian writers and editors. Shrimati
F .rojini Naidu succeeded its first President, Dr. Rabindranath
Tagore, upon the latter's death. Each major Indian language
is represented on the P. E. N. Advisory Committee. The
P. E. N. in India serves national unity by spreading apprecia-
tion of the literatures in the different language areas through
its monthly Indian P. E. N., lectures and Writers' Con-
ferences, and its series of Books on the Indian Literatures,
Membership is open to any Indian writer of standing, subject
to the Executive Committee's approval Inquiries may be
directed to the Honorary Secretary, Aryasangha, Malabar
Hill, Bombay,